Parliamentary Government in England
the Conservative Party an announcement that it is in
favour of a compulsory minimum wage of three pounds
per week. The area, in fact, within which each is free
to manoeuvre is drawn fairly rigidly for it by the economic
character of the support upon which it relies.
Now the striking thing about the foundations upon
which the principles of each party rest is the abyss by
which they are separated. Liberal Government could
succeed Conservative Government before 1924 with the
assurance to business men that the basic economic struc-
ture of our society would be undisturbed. Anyone who
examines the "Short Ptogramme" of the Labopr Party,
issued in the Spring of 1937, will see that there is no
longer any such assurance. There are promised to the
electorate, in the event of a Socialist victory, not only
wide measures of nationalization, to be completed within
a five-year period, but also immense social reforms, which
include the abolition of the Means Test for the unem-
ployed, the revision upwards of the insurance rates paid
to the latter, and the raising of old age pensions to one
pound per week to a single person, and thirty-five shillings
per week to a married couple. The financial implications
are clearly immense. More: this kind of legislation is a
conscious disruption of the old continuity of policy upon
which the parliamentary system previously rested* It is
built upon a response  to   the   demands  of different
interests; it assumes a society motivated quite differently
from that of Great Britain at the present time. It is not, I
think, too much to say that it is an attempt deliberately to
transform the purposes to which the  State-power is
devoted. It represents one of those **violent oscillations"
which Mr. Ramsay Muir has told us it is the purpose of
the party system to avoid.